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Art Unit: 2852 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-3, 9, 1 1, 13, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Okuda (applicant cited JP09-329982A). The electric apparatus by Okuda comprises: a power 
supply unit that has terminals to supply power to a circuit board; and a circuit board that can be 
mounted to said power supply unit using at least two different mounting orientations and can 
change the current path depending on the orientation with which it is mounted (abstract). The 
power consumed by said circuit board can be changed depending on the direction in which it is 
mounted to said power supply unit (figures 1, 4). The power consumed by said circuit board can 
be maintained at a constant level by changing the orientation in which said circuit board is 
mounted to said power supply unit based on the voltage impressed by said power supply unit to 
said circuit board (abstract; figures 1,4). 
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3. Claims 1-5, 9, 1 1-13, and 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Tagashira (applicant cited JP07-142148A). The electric apparatus by Tagashira comprises: a 

* 

power supply unit that has terminals to supply power to a circuit board; and a circuit board that 
can be mounted to said power supply unit using at least two different mounting orientations and 
can change the current path depending on the orientation with which it is mounted (abstract). 
The power consumed by said circuit board can be changed depending on the direction in which it 
is mounted to said power supply unit (figures 1, 4). The power consumed by said circuit board 
can be maintained at a constant level by changing the orientation in which said circuit board is 
mounted to said power supply unit based on the voltage impressed by said power supply unit to 
said circuit board (abstract; figures 1, 4). The output of the heater can be maintained at a 
constant level by changing the orientation in which said circuit board is mounted to said power 
supply unit based on the voltage impressed by said power supply unit to said circuit board. 
The heater includes two heating elements, such that the connection between the two heating 
elements may be switched between series connection and parallel connection by changing the 
orientation in which said circuit board is mounted to said power supply unit. The output of 
the heater can be changed depending on the direction in which it is mounted to said power 
supply unit (abstract). The circuit board includes a plurality of connection points at which said 
circuit board is connected to said power supply unit, and two circuit elements that are 
installed between the connection points, such that the connection between the two circuit 
elements may be switched between series connection and parallel connection by changing the 
orientation in which said circuit board is mounted to said power supply unit (abstract). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tagashira. 
Tagashira does not teach an inductive heating element. The examiner takes official 

notice that it is known in the art to use an inductive heating element in a fixing device. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the 
teaching of Tagashira with an inductive heating element to obtain a heater capable of being used 
in common in response to power supplies with different voltages (abstract: lines 1-5). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 7-8, 10, and 14 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 
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Response to Arguments 
8. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1-13-2006'haye been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicants argues that according to MPEP section 706.02 II (see p. 700-22 of the 
Eighth Edition, Revision 3, August 2005), when an English-language abstract of a foreign 
language reference is used to support a rejection, "citation of and reliance upon an abstract 
without citation of and reliance upon the underlying scientific document is generally 
inappropriate when both the abstract and the underlying document are prior art. Section 706.02 II 
further states that when the underlying scientific document is relied upon and is in a language 
other than English, a translation must be obtained so that the record is clear as to the precise facts 
the examiner is relying on. However, the references relied upon are references cited by 
applicant. Applicant chose to include the references in their foreign form on his informational 
disclosure statement and those references were used in the rejection. 

Applicant argues that a circuit board that can be mounted to a power supply unit using at 
least two different orientations. The current path can be changed depending on the orientation of 
the circuit board mounting. The claimed mounting "orientations" are illustrated in Figures 6 and 
7, and discussed in paragraphs [0062] - [0072]. Applicant's disclosure makes clear that the 
claimed mounting orientation refers to the position of the circuit board, rather than alternate 
electrical connections running to a number of circuit boards. However, the figures and the 
specification do not limit the mounting orientations. All claimed subject matter must be clearly 
shown. Applicant does not shown plural mounting orientation for the circuit board to a power 
supply. A power supply is not shown. 
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Applicant argues that neither Okuda nor Tagashira teaches two different mounting 
orientations for a circuit board. Both teach two different mounting orientations for a circuit 
board just as the specification and the drawing teach two different mounting orientations for a 
circuit board in the instant invention. 

The claims remain rejected as discussed above. If applicant persists in his arguments, 
then he'll need to provide new drawings. 

Contact Information 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quana M. Grainger whose telephone number is 571-272-2135. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Gray can be reached on 571-272-21 19. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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